' PASSOVER NEWSLETTER

Holidays are special in part because they offer opportunities to be with people we cherish and
whose company we enjoy. The Passover SEDER (from Hebrew, meaning “"order”), the ritual meal
that commemorates the holiday, usually provides a fantastic occasion to share experiences and
create lifelong memories with those we love. It is a holiday meant to be celebrated and observed
as a community.

This year will be different, though. We will all be sitting at our own tables, surrounded only by
those closest to us, while some of our loved ones are far away in their own homes. The COVID-19
Pandemic has us all at home, perhaps feeling burdened by conditions beyond our control.

We turn our attention to our Jewish ancestors who celebrated their freedom from enslavement
in Egypt, from the grueling, harsh labor under the control of Pharaoh. They begged and pleaded
for their freedom, just to be turned down, over and over and over again.

The Jewish people prayed and trusted in God with all their hearts. They believed that God would
help them, and their Emunah (trust in God) was stronger than ever. As promised, God's plague to
kill every Egyptian firstborn passed over all of the Jewish homes, which is why we observe
“Passover,” which means “to pass over” from the Hebrew word Pesach.

God was also with the Jewish people in miraculous ways when they were trapped between the
Red Sea in front of them and Pharaoh'’s army just behind them. The people trusted God and set
forth to cross the Red Sea under the leadership of Moses, and God then split the sea in half,
allowing the Jewish people to cross safely.

Perhaps we can't discern immense miracles on this scale in our own modern lives — no partings of
the sea, no plagues that skip over the houses of the devout. But as we sit at our Seder tables this
year, we can think of all the miracles that God has given us as individuals and as families. We all
carry burdens that we wish we could be relieved of. But we also have this opportunity to spend
quality time with our partners, children, and (even if virtually) parents and loved ones.

We may be homebound, living through a pandemic, uncertain of the weeks to come - but we are
with ones we love. We have a new opportunity, to strengthen our relationships with family,
friends, and God.

We pray and hope that this virus will pass-over all of us soon. Wishing you and your families a
joyous holiday of togetherness. May we celebrate Passover together next yearin the land of
Israel!

Lishana Ha Ba, Bi Yirushalayim

Chag Samaiach,
Morah Ally Wiener-Avraham
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